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A visit to the Netherlands inspired our spring floweg
display this year.Thank you Keukenhof.

Seal latest . . .

Of the 18 grey seals that
were admitted last winter, 17
have been returned to the
wild. In the main picture 6
can be seen just before their
release and as seal carers
Danni & Emma (inset)
declared as they watched
them swim away, fthis is what
makes it all worthwhiled The remaining
grey seal (who unusually is entirely black

but is predictably c a |l | e Jneeis te t
greatly improve his skills at catching fish
before it is his turn to go.

The first of hatbdur sealssto anive provesl to have more of a history than
most. dHermitbhad ori ginally been admitted toyearhe F
and they were able to release him in December but unfortunately by the time he arrived
here in June he had suffered damage to both eyes and was in a lot of discomfort.
Painkillers and anti-biotics are helping but it is likely to

be some time before we can tell if his sight will return.

Another 13 then arrived in the space of a few days
(with 3 admitted in as many hours). All were less than
a month old and suffering from either mouth ulcers or
being underweight for their age. One also had the
problem of having been badly bitten on the face
(perhaps by a large dog) and had broken its lower jaw.
Alot of TLC willbe neededi f &6 Anikgoder.i s t o




A tawny owl & buzzard
Even though tawny owls outnumber barn owls by
10:1 we normally treat far more barn owls (because
they hunt alongside busy roads so are injured more
often by vehicles than the woodland tawny owls). In
this case it is likely that the owl did not see the netting
that was protecting some chickens and became
entangled in it. Fortunately after a few days R&R the
finders were able to release it back
into its territory unharmed and
hopefully wiser.

The buzzard was found on the Al16 near Louth dehydrated, very

weak and with an eye injury. Excellent vision is crucial if they are to
survive so although it is rapidly gaining strength, unless its sight
returns we will give it sanctuary here. This was the first time that we

have cared for this species and is another indicatorof t he popul
expansion around the country.

Hares & gulls

We can expect several leverets in a typical year (and
2011 was no exception) but this was an adult. She
was found looking very confused in Mablethorpe and
because Linda was able to pick her up without too
much trouble we expected that she must be very ill.
All that was needed though was a good feed and rest
and we were able to release her about a week later on
a secluded hay meadow well away from the possibly
hypnotic bright lights of Mablethorpe!

If at all possible we release every animal back to the wild.
Those that are too badly injured are given sanctuary here
and normally simply by removing the stress of surviving
they adapt well. Even so, it is always pleasing when you
get an extra indication of contentment such as happened
this spring when our pair of great black-backed gulls
hatched a chick. The parents cannot fly but their youngster
should soon be able to make his own way in the world.

Jack & Fred

|l t6s not |thasdare addngto the arrdads. . . the

latest addition to the team is Jack, born to Chloe and Dennis

this spring and seen here getting used to the idea of just how

big seals can get. (Or is it Nooky getting used to the idea of

how small humans can be?)

As well as the usual big thank you to the support shop team

and everyone else who has helped over the last few months
we would like to say a special thank you to Fred, our most loyal visitor, who has made a
point of coming here for just about every one of the 37 years that we have been operating.

Thank you to you all.
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